
COVID-19 vaccine programme update 

This week we received the very welcome news that the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine has been approved for use in the UK by the MHRA (the Medicines and 
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency).   

This is a hugely significant moment in our pandemic response and offers hope at the 
end of an incredibly difficult year. The strict approval process it has gone through 
means that the approved vaccine, and any other vaccines approved in the future, will 
not only be safe, but will also be our best defence against the virus. 

Detailed planning for the rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is well 
underway both locally and nationally. Our colleagues in the NHS are leading on this, 
building on their expertise and strong track record in delivering large-scale 
immunisation programmes, such as the annual flu programme. The plans will ensure 
that as many people as possible receive the vaccination in a timely way, and that the 
COVID-19 vaccination programme does not adversely affect other vital health 
services.   

In Oxfordshire our NHS partners are working round the clock to put arrangements in 
place to start delivering the vaccination programme as soon as supplies of the vaccine 
become available. There will be a phased delivery of the programme, based on the 
priority groups set out nationally by the independent Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI). The first priority will be those people who are either most at 
risk or need it because of the work they do. This includes health and care staff, people 
over the age of 80, and people living and working in care homes.  

Over the coming months, the programme will be expanded to broader groups of 
people as further supplies of the vaccine are made available. Vaccinations will be 
offered in three main ways:  

• Hospital Hubs - NHS sites 

• Local Vaccine Centres - GP-led services, which could include using GP 
practices and community facilities 

• Vaccination Centres – large sites, such as sports and conference venues, 
set up for high volumes of people 

This is a very fast-moving situation and I will update you as soon as further details 
have been confirmed.  
 
 


