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                                    Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 11th April 2022 

At 14.15p.m. at the Town Hall 

  

Present: - 

Mike Watts (Chair) 

Kathy Dunmore (Treasurer)  

Pam Howard (Group Convenor)  

Ann Gray (Membership) 

Lorraine Smales (Secretary) 

 

1. Welcome and apologies – Mike welcomed everyone to the meeting. Mike also welcomed Elaine 

Perring who attended for the second time as an observer and potential new committee member along 

with Muriel and Butch Cruickshank who also attended as observers and potential new committee 

members.  Arthur Harold did not attend. 

 

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th March 2022 – the minutes were agreed 

and signed. 

 

3. Matters arising –  

Trees – Mike is still awaiting a response from the council, so this has been shelved until the Autumn. 

The school has agreed the booking for the picnic on 10th September and should cost less than £100. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Mike introduced the new easy to use Sumup Machine and said he has set up 

accounts for Kathy, Pam, Ann and himself.  The plan is to use this new machine for the membership 

renewals, and it was agreed to buy another one to help with this. It was discussed whether to put a 

link for this on the renewal letters when they are sent out, and Mike will look at way of making it as 

simple as possible. It was decided that membership should be kept to £10 each.  Mike is trying to 

connect the IZettle printer to the Sumup machine but it’s not linking at the moment. It was also decided 

that it would be announced at the next meeting that we would no longer be taking cash. 

Kathy then spoke about the Treasurer’s Report – The balance is currently £9858.98; she had 

predicted an end of year figure as £8000 and £1000 is set aside for a new projector.  Signed accounts 

have gone out to everybody and Mike approved them at the meeting.  Ken has audited the accounts. 

Kathy will action the Annual Return to the Third Age Trust.  They will need the email and telephone 

number of the Membership Secretary, Treasurer and Secretary along with £4.00 per member (260) 

and £169 for the U3A magazine.  The Third Age Trust will send an invoice for this to the Treasurer. 

 

Action – Mike to buy another Sumup machine. 

 

5. Speakers Update –   

The speaker at the March meeting was from the RAF on Brize Norton and was well received.  The 

speaker for April will be Ron Spurs and it was discussed and agreed to offer him some payment for 

this as he no longer the Town Clerk.  Mike suggested that from the May Meeting going forward we 

should invite 2 group leaders to do a 2–3-minute talk on their group and hopefully it might encourage 

new members to the group.  This was agreed by everyone as a good idea so the first 2 group speakers 

would be from the Art and Astronomy group.   At the meeting in June we will celebrate the Queen’s 

Jubilee so Kathy had got 100 Union Jack napkins and Jubilee cupcake toppers (displayed at the 

meeting) for cakes that will be purchased from Tesco. 
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The AGM will be held before the main April meeting.  There are no resolutions to vote on.  There 

will be no vote needed for the new committee members as the committee is not full.  Mike as Chairman 

will be nominated and voted in again. 

 

6. Groups Update  

Pam was delighted to announce that the trip to the Royal albert Hall was a great success. She is 

thinking of arranging a few more trips. 

Preserve Railway possibly calling to Bourton on the Water or Tewkesbury on the way. 

National Arboretum as this has been requested and possibly do before school holidays and get anyone 

wishing to go to pay by card at the April meeting.  She will put out a round robin.  Other possible trips 

to the Malvern Show in September and a Christmas Market?  Pam has received a request from The 

Publica Group (housed in WODC) asking for members to help with a conservation volunteer group 

they are setting up in Kilkenny Park so Mike will announce this at the next meeting to see if anyone 

wants to help individually and then maybe form a group in the U3A.  

A Group Leaders meeting has been organised for 16th May 2022. 

 

7. Member’s Update – Ann reported that we now have 270 members.  Last months figure was 271. 

Elaine had heard of a member who has recently sadly passed away and this could explain the 

difference. 

Mike had asked Ann if she keeps a spreadsheet of who is attending the meetings and as she does, he 

requested a copy to investigate attendance etc. 

 

8. Social Committee – a Social Committee meeting has arranged by Pam for 21st April.  

Entertainment has to be arranged for the picnic in September – Butch suggested maybe a town band 

or the Sally Army?  Pam knows that Linden has a musical group so she will contact her.   It is also 

hoped to organise a quiz for a Friday or Saturday night in September in either the WI Hall or the 

Community Centre and having a fish and chips supper.  Kathy mentioned that the ticket price will 

have to include hall hire, food and expenses. 

 

Action – Social Committee Meeting report re - entertainment for picnic and quiz arrangements. 

 

9. Third Age Trust and TVN Update – Kathy announced that the meetings will resume in Benson in 

July as opposed to zoom meetings at the moment.  It is hoped they will hybrid meetings as she will 

not be able to attend in Benson.  It is hoped that one of the new committee members will become our 

TVN rep.  Their AGM is 29th April and Kathy will attend. 

 

10.  AOB – Ann’s laptop is asking for a Microsoft login so Mike will have a look at this for her. 

 

11.  Date of next meeting Monday 9th   May 2022 in the Town Hall @ 2:15pm. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 15:43 


